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Minutes of the NOAA Aviation Safety Board Meeting

January 20, 2011




NOAA Aviation Safety Board (ASB) Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date: January 20, 2011

Time: 12:00 (ET)
Membership Required by Charter:

Chairperson: NOAA Aviation Safety Program Manager

Voting Members:

- Chairperson



- NOS

- Aircraft Operations Center (AOC)
- NWS

- NOAA Safety Office


- OAR
- NMFS




- NESDIS
Observers:

- NOAA General Counsel (GC)

- NOAA Acquisitions and Grants Office (AGO)

- NOAA Workforce Management Office (WFM)

- NOAA Program Planning and Integration (PPI)

Board Members/Observers present:

• Jim Kelley, Aviation Safety Program Manager (Chairperson)
• CDR Deb Barr, OMAO


• CDR Ric Ramos, NMFS 
• LCDR Peter Siegel, AOC/MAOC
• CDR Eric Berkowitz, NOS
• Craig Gillis, CAO/SECO



Board Members/Observers in Teleconference:

• CDR Adam Dunbar, OAR


• Jay Kennedy, NMFS
• LCDR Tim Gallagher, NOS

• David Meek, NWS
• LCDR Nicole Lambert, NOS

• Terry Brisbin, NWS
• LCDR Mark Sweeney, AOC 

• Joel Curtis, NWS




Board Members/Observers absent:

• NESDIS




• WFM
• GC





• AGO
• PPI

Additional Non-voting members Present:

• Jon Dixon

Minutes:
Agenda Item discussed:

1. Jim welcomed the members and opened the ASB meeting at 12:00 ET with a roll call and reviewed the contents of the agenda.  LCDRs Tim Gallagher and Nicole Lambert are transitioning in for NOS giving CDR Eric Berkowitz a breather before he departs for his next assignment in “God’s Country”, OR this summer.  Good luck Eric and thank you for so much help.
2. DoI – CAS. Jim and others briefed the Board regarding the preceding week’s DoI CAS visit from Stew Walker.  The take home message is to prepare Line Offices, centers, labs and PIs for major changes in DoI procedures, fund transfers and those activities requiring exclusive use or exceeding 25k.  Details will be shared/announced as they become known.
3. DoI – CAS.  DoI requests as much notice as possible to set up exclusive use charters and those requiring specially configured platforms.  Plan to allow 120-90 day minimum turnaround times.
4. Aviation Safety Training (AST) Courses:

- Jan 31-Feb 4, 2011, in Boulder, Colorado - Canceled

- April 6-8, 2011, Seattle, Washington,   Pending Approval (only one class)
- April 19-21, 2011, Seattle, Washington,  Pending Approval
- April 26-28, 2011,  Seattle, Washington,  Pending Approval

- March 22-24, 2011, Miami, Florida

- June 15-17, 2011, Tampa, Florida (AOC)
Contact Jon for more information.

5. The Otter accident associated with Senator Stevens was written up in the Washington Post Weekend Magazine – linked below.  Many lessons learned. 

6. LCDR Sweeney drew out attention to the FAA/NTSB Public Aircraft Forum hosted by Helicopter Association International 20 January.  Specifically discussed was oversight, classification and differences between “civil & public” aircraft and Qualified Non-Crewmembers [QNCs].  At your leisure, you are encouraged to visit the link provided below.  It could modify the way we do business in the future.
 7. Collecting monthly CAS reports has become increasingly difficult.  Please submit reports as soon after the event or end of each month – whichever occurs first.

Also, we need to acknowledge “donated” time from other activities if it contributes to your missions.
8. Unfinished business: a loose end was not addressed.
Action Item – for all board members:  report back to the board how the word regarding aviation safety and aviation safety policy is disseminated within your respective L/Os.
Please plan to present your information at the next meeting.
9. Regarding Twin Otter N46, Dave and Jim have debriefed all involved in the bubble window event.  Among the corrective action recommendations, safety briefing cards, clear plastic cover guards, ICS cord retaining clips and industrial grade Velcro have made their way aboard the aircraft.
10. The next ASB meeting is TBD and will be posted on the Aviation Safety website. 

Attached:
Visit www.fedfleet.org now to register and learn more about FedFleet 2011!
Aviation Safety Library suggested reading list 
Washington Post Magazine: 18 Hours [Senator Stevens CFIT story]
Materials and the video recording of 20 January’s Public Aircraft Forum hosted by Helicopter Association International are available on-line at www.rotor.com.
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