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OMAO POLICY 0315 
STANDARDIZED EQUIPMENT PROGRAM 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 
 
 
Section 4.1 Wetsuits 
 
The SEP will no longer replace wetsuits, boots, gloves and hoods for divers indefinitely; rather, 
upon joining the Standardized Equipment Program, either by attending the Working Diver class or 
by completing the Scientific Diver certification requirements, divers will be issued one wetsuit and 
one pair of boots, gloves and a hood in their choice of style and thickness that works best for their 
diving environment. This policy change was not previously possible due to standardization 
restrictions and storage limitations.   
 
Any future purchase of additional and/or replacement suits and accessories will be the 
responsibility of the Units. The SEP will continue to negotiate and maintain accounts with certain 
vendors so that suits can be purchased at a discount. Units will be required to follow certain preset 
guidelines specified in the terms and conditions of the dealership agreement to avoid misuse and 
subsequent termination of these accounts. This will also require that all purchases be made with a 
government purchase card or purchase order. The SEP Office will continue to serve as “buyer” for 
those vendors who will not take orders from, or ship to, multiple locations and to maintain the 
SEP’s bulk buying discounts when necessary.  Units wishing to purchase from these vendors will 
need to provide their accounting code information, along with the list of items to be ordered, to the 
SEP Office. Units will also be responsible for providing the proper sizing information for their 
divers. 
 
Divers will no longer be required to return these items to NDC when they leave their diving billets. 
These items may be retained at the Unit for use by other divers as needed. 
 
Students attending the Working Diver class will be expected to bring a wetsuit, boots, gloves and a 
hood to class. These items must provide adequate thermal protection and meet the minimum 
material thickness as required by the NDC training coordinator. Currently the class requirement is a 
6.5mm (¼ in) or 7mm, 2-piece (jack and john style) wetsuit. UDS’s should ensure that diver 
candidates are aware of this and make the proper arrangements. 
 
The benefit of this change is that divers will begin class in a wetsuit they are familiar with and 
which fits them properly. Divers from Units who dive exclusively “dry,” or are from Units where the 
thicknesses of wetsuits needed during class differ from the wetsuits they will be using at their 
Units, will have the option of borrowing a “loaner” wetsuit from a limited stock of training-
designated wetsuits for use during classes.  Loaner suits will be available on a first-come, first-serve 
basis.  Anyone wishing to borrow a suit for class must contact the NDC training department prior to 
class to make arrangements. The SEP will continue to place orders for ship personnel coming to 
class if needed, but payment and sizing information will need to be submitted no less than 3 weeks 
in advance of the class start date.  

 
Reduction in the SEP’s inventory of wetsuits will begin immediately with a large portion being set 
aside as training suits. The remaining wetsuits will be first offered to divers with wetsuits older 
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than 5 yrs, with any remaining suits being offered on a first come, first serve basis. Please contact 
the SEP office (lisa.glover@noaa.gov) with requests. 
 
Section 4.2  Drysuits 

 
Units/Divers will be responsible for the repair and maintenance costs of their drysuits. As with 
wetsuits, the SEP will maintain accounts with vendors that can be used by the Units/divers if they 
choose, but Units will responsible for any shipping and procurement costs.  
 
This policy will not apply to warranty repairs.  In these cases, divers will contact the SEP Office for a 
“Return Authorization” number before sending their suits to the manufacturer.  Should the 
manufacturer determine that the repair is not a warranty item; the diver (Unit) would be 
responsible for the cost of the repair.  
 
Drysuits will now be ordered as needed and not stored on-site at the NDC in large quantities. To 
help reduce waste and lower equipment costs, divers requesting a drysuit will submit a detailed 
measurement form, available from the SEP Office, that will be forwarded to the drysuit 
manufacturer at the time of the request. Divers may have to wait longer for a drysuit than before, 
but they will have a better fitting suit. It should be noted that these suits will not be “custom” sized 
suits, unless the diver cannot otherwise be fitted in a “stock” suit.  
 
Additionally, drysuits will no longer be exchanged without a reasonable justification such as size 
changes or transferring to a different climate. Because drysuits are so expensive, replacing them 
without cause costs the Program a considerable amount. Divers are expected to get the most use 
out of their suits (as well as other gear) before expecting replacements. 
 

For the Working Diver course, the NDC will maintain a stock of “training suits” that will be used by 

the students during classes. Once students complete the course, a drysuit will be ordered for them, 

if needed, and forwarded to their desired location.  

 
Section 4.3  Regulators, Gauges and Buoyancy Compensator Device Inflators 

 

Implementation of the new regulator service and maintenance policy began in March 2011. Unit 

Diving Supervisors were contacted and asked to schedule a two week window of time, planned 

around their diving schedules or field season, when all of their regulators could be sent for service 

at one time.  In the case of larger dive Units, it has been necessary to sub divide their units into 3 or 

4 smaller Sub-Units.  

 

Although the SEP Office is working with UDS’s to schedule their Unit’s maintenance, it is ultimately 

each individual diver’s responsibility to ensure that their regulator is serviced by the NDC annually 

and that the service interval does not exceed 12 months from the last date of service. Failure to 

send regulators in for servicing on an annual basis will result in temporary suspension of diving 

privileges.  
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To further assist those UDS’s whose divers and Units are positioned in different cities or offices, or 
have other situations that would make it impractical or difficult for the entire Unit to return their 
regulators at the same time, separate shipments and maintenance schedules will be arranged. 
 
For quality control and maintenance tracking purposes,  UDSs (or their designees) should return all 
primary regulators, RASS regulators, alternate air sources, gauges and BCD inflator to NDC on a 
mutually agreed upon date unless it is impractical to do so. The serial numbers will be checked and 
recorded and the regulators forwarded on to the contracted maintenance facility. After servicing, 
the regulators will be returned to NDC for visual inspection before being returned to the Unit for 
redistribution.  
 
Turnaround for the regulator servicing is one week, not including shipping. Currently the servicing 
facility picks up and delivers on Tuesday. For the quickest possible turnaround, regulators should 
be shipped to arrive at NDC on Monday to be processed for Tuesday pick-up. Regulators received 
after the Tuesday pick-up will be processed for pick-up the following week.  
 
 


