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MEDICAL CLEARANCE INTO FOREIGN PORTS 
 
 
1.   Purpose 
 
1.1 This policy guides and facilitates the implementation of requirements set by the World Health 

Organization (WHO) regarding health and sanitation when National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) ships enter a foreign port.   

 
 
2.   Scope 
 
2.1 The policy applies to all NOAA officers, crew, and other personnel while aboard any vessel within 

the NOAA Fleet. 
 
 
3. Definitions 
 

No definitions required for this policy. 
 
 
4. Policy 
 
4.1 To be in compliance with the WHO minimum standards, NOAA ships shall follow the International 

Health Regulations (IHR) 2005.  The IHR 2005 requires three levels of documentation to be 
present aboard ships for international ship travel.  Until the Center for Disease Control (CDC) 
develops its policy, NOAA ships shall follow the U.S. Navy interim policy as guidance.  This policy 
can be found at:   
http://navymedicine.med.navy.mil/Files/Media/directives/NOTE%206210%20(07%20Nov%20200
7).pdf 

 

4.2 The three steps for being medically cleared to enter into a foreign port are: 
 

A. Documentation of vaccination against yellow fever.  This applies to all embarked personnel 
upon entering one of the countries where vaccine is recommended by the CDC for travelers 
or the country itself requires it for all entering visitors (see Attachment 1).  The yellow fever 
vaccine is highly recommended for those traveling to an area where this disease is endemic 
(Attachment 2 and 3). Scientists traveling via an OMAO vessel to a location where 
immunization is required before entering or recommended by the CDC must submit proof of 
immunization to NOAA Health Services before medical clearance to sail is granted.  
Embarked personnel planning additional travel other than the vessel’s location should obtain 
all required immunizations for the planned destination(s). 
 

http://navymedicine.med.navy.mil/Files/Media/directives/NOTE%206210%20(07%20Nov%202007).pdf�
http://navymedicine.med.navy.mil/Files/Media/directives/NOTE%206210%20(07%20Nov%202007).pdf�
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B. Maritime Declaration of Health.  This form (U.S. Navy Declaration of Health, NAVMED 6210/3 

(11-2007)) must be completed by the ship’s Commanding Officer and its senior Medical 
Officer.  In some rare cases, the senior Medical Officer may be the Executive Officer or 
Medical Person-In-Charge if no U.S. Public Health Service officer is onboard.  This 
completed form will be submitted to the competent authority during the customs clearance 
process before any embarked personnel are permitted to disembark (Attachment 4).  Some 
countries may also request an inventory of the controlled drugs carried aboard.  The U.S. 
Navy Declaration of Health, NAVMED 6210/3 (11-2007) may be downloaded from the web at:  
http://navymedicine.med.navy.mil/Files/Media/directives/NAVMED%206210-3%20(11-2007).pdf   
                

C. Shipboard Sanitation Control Exemption/Ship Sanitation Control Certificate (SSCEC/SSCC).  
This certificate is obtained after a representative from a US Navy Preventative Medicine Unit 
inspects the ship for safety, sanitation, and possible vectors which might transmit disease.  
This inspection will include a review of the following logs:  (1) sick call log, (2) potable water 
log, (3) engineering ballast log, and (4) the safety and sanitation inspection log.  Areas of 
focus during this inspection are outlined in Attachment 6.  The SSCEC/SSCC will be granted 
if no evidence of infestation or illness is found or has been corrected.  See Attachment 5 for 
U.S. Navy Preventative Medicine Unit locations.   

 
All SSCEC/SSCC forms expire after 6 months.  A 30 day extension can be filed if the 
certificate expires before the end of the cruise.  This extension must be obtained from the 
same U.S. Navy Preventative Medicine Unit that granted the original SSCEC/SSCC.  The 
NOAA safety and sanitation inspections required for fleet inspection will be used in place of 
NAVMED 6240 Food Safety Inspections.  The potable water log requires documentation of:  
(1) testing for E-coli bacteria (Attachment 7), and (2) treatment such as with bromine.     

 
 

5. Guidance 
 
 Associated documents will provide policy. 
 
 
6. Responsibilities 
 

The ship’s Commanding Officer and senior Medical Officer are responsible for completing and 
submitting the U.S. Navy Declaration of Health, NAVMED 6210/3 (11-2007). 

 
 
7. References 
 
 World Health Organizational International Health Regulation 2005 
 http://www.who.int/csr/ihr/IHR_Areas_of_work.pdf  
 
 U.S. Navy:  BUMEDNOTE 6210  

http://navymedicine.med.navy.mil/Files/Media/directives/NOTE%206210%20(07%20Nov%20200
7).pdf  

  
U.S. Navy Interim Policy 
http://navymedicine.med.navy.mil/Files/Media/directives/NOTE%206210%20(07%20Nov%20200
7).pdf 

  
 NOAA Fleet Inspection Manual NC Instruction 5100.1B   
   
 

http://navymedicine.med.navy.mil/Files/Media/directives/NAVMED%206210-3%20(11-2007).pdf�
http://navymedicine.med.navy.mil/Files/Media/directives/NAVMED%206210-3%20(11-2007).pdf�
http://www.who.int/csr/ihr/IHR_Areas_of_work.pdf�
http://navymedicine.med.navy.mil/Files/Media/directives/NOTE%206210%20(07%20Nov%202007).pdf�
http://navymedicine.med.navy.mil/Files/Media/directives/NOTE%206210%20(07%20Nov%202007).pdf�
http://navymedicine.med.navy.mil/Files/Media/directives/NOTE%206210%20(07%20Nov%202007).pdf�
http://navymedicine.med.navy.mil/Files/Media/directives/NOTE%206210%20(07%20Nov%202007).pdf�
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8.   Authority 
 
 OMAO Policy 1001 – Category 1000 - Medical 
 
 
9.   Effect on Other Documents 
 

This document supersedes NOAA Interim Policy for Medical Clearance into Foreign Ports, dated 
September 2008. 
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Attachment 1 
 

Countries Requiring Documentation of Yellow Fever Immunization 
 
   
Angola 
Benin 
Bolivia (or signed affidavit at point of entry) 
Burkina Faso 
Burundi 
Cameroon 
Central African Republic 
Chad 
Congo 
Côte d’Ivoire 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
French Guiana 
Gabon 
Ghana 
Liberia 
Mali 
Mauritania (for a stay >2 weeks) 
Niger 
Rwanda 
São Tomé and Principe 
Sierra Leone 
Tanzania 
Togo 
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Attachment 2 
 

Locations in Africa Where Yellow Fever Vaccination is Recommended by the Centers for 
Disease Control 
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Attachment 3 
 

Locations in South America Where Yellow Fever Vaccination is Recommended by the Centers 
for Disease Control 
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Attachment 4 
 

Sample US Navy Declaration of Health Form 
 

             
Cut and paste onto browser: 
http://navymedicine.med.navy.mil/Files/Media/directives/NAVMED%206210-3%20(11-2007).pdf   

http://navymedicine.med.navy.mil/Files/Media/directives/NAVMED%206210-3%20(11-2007).pdf%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%203%20(11-2007).pdf�
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Attachment 5 
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Attachment 5 (continued) 
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Attachment 6 

 
 

Areas of Focus for US Navy Preventative Medicine Unit Inspections for Issuance of the 
Shipboard Sanitation Control Exemption / Ship Sanitation Control Certificate  

 
                    Areas                      Guidance              Navy References 
Galley Food is from approved sources, 

properly stored, prepared and 
handled per preventive medicine 
policies 

NAVMED P-5010-1, Food 
Safety 
 

Pantry (galley stores) 
Stores 

Hold(s) Cargo No evidence of insect , or rodent 
infestations 

NAVMED P-5010-8, 
Navy Entomology and Pest 
Control Technology 

Quarters Habitability, living spaces are 
maintained in clean and sanitary 
conditions. 

OPNAVINST 9640.1A, 
Shipboard Habitability Program 
 

  - crew 
  - officers 
  - embarked personnel 
Potable Water Shipboard potable water system 

is properly operated, maintained 
and medical surveillance to 
include daily halogen 
measurement and bacteriological 
weekly testing is carried out. 

Naval Ships Technical Manual 
533, Potable Water Systems 
NAVMED P-5010-6, Potable 
Water Afloat 

Sewage Shipboard Marine Sanitation 
Device is properly operated and 
maintained, and discharges 
restrictions followed. 

OPNAVINST 5090.1 series 
Chapter 19, Environmental 
Compliance Afloat. Confirm with 
Ship Engineering Department 

Ballast Water Ballast water is properly managed 
and discharged. 

OPNAVINST 5090.1 series 
Chapter 19, Environmental 
Compliance Afloat. Confirm with 
Ship Engineering Department. 

Solid and Medical Waste Solid waste is properly handled 
and disposed in accordance with 
naval policies. 

OPNAVINST 5090.1 series 
Chapter 19, Environmental 
Compliance Afloat. 

Standing Water  Standing water not allowed to 
accumulate, providing condition 
for insect problems 

NAVMED P-5010-8 
Navy Entomology and Pest 
Control Technology 

Engine Room No evidence of rodent or insect 
infestation. 

NAVMED P-5010-8 
Navy Entomology and Pest 
Control Technology 

Medical Facilities Medical facilities are properly 
maintained and clean. 

TYCOM Instruction 6000 series: 
Shipboard Medical Procedures 
Manual 

 
 

Recommended Minimum Shipboard Documents to review: 
 
 
 

 
 

NAVMED 6240 Food Safety Inspections  Potable Water Log 
Medical Log Engineering Ballast Log 
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Attachment 7 
 

Procedure for Potable Water Testing  
 
Testing of the ship’s water for the presence of E-coli bacteria is performed once a month unless there is 
medical evidence to warrant more frequent testing.  The Navy defines medical evidence in this 
instance as two or more people with gastrointestinal symptoms or a positive finding on a water test for 
E-coli.  In the event of a positive finding on a water test for E-coli, corrective action must be taken 
followed by two negative E-coli tests performed two weeks apart. 
 
All needed supplies for water testing for E-coli using the Colilert test are supplied by NOAA Health 
Services.  They are listed below. 
 
Colilert Reagent powder. 
Sterile transparent noncolored container that has a measured line to indicate 100ml. 
Temperature controlled incubator 
Colilert Presence/Absence Comparator 
6 watt 365 nanometer ultraviolet lamp  
Ultraviolet light protective eyewear 
 
 

Directions 
(More detailed instructions are included in the Colilert Test Kit.) 

 
1.     Obtain a 100ml sample from two different water sources on the ship.  Each sample  
         is to be placed in a clear non-colored container.   
2.     Add one packet of reagent to each container and mix well. 
3.     Place the two 100ml samples into the incubator for 24 hours. 
4.     Remove the two samples from the incubator after 24 hours and compare the color  
        with the Colilert Comparator.  If the color of the water sample is clear or is less  
        yellow than the Colilert Presence/Absence Comparator, the result is considered  
        negative for both coliforms and E-coli.  If the color of the water sample is as yellow  
        or more or darker yellow than the Colilert Presence/Absence Comparator, the result  
        is considered positive for coliforms. 
5.     The sample(s) that tested positive for coliforms must be further tested for the  
        presence of E-coli.  This is done by viewing the coliform positive sample with an  
        ultraviolet light in a dark room.  If the sample fluoresces at an intensity equal to or  
        less than the Comparator, it is considered negative for E-coli. If the sample  
        fluoresces at an intensity greater than or equal to the Comparator, it is considered  
        positive for E-coli.                    
6.     All results must be read within 24-28 hours from sample collection time.   
7.     Record the results of the test. 
8.     Wash and clean all equipment. 
9.     Dispose of positive samples according to local regulations. 
 


	1002 - Medical Clearance into Foreign Ports.pdf
	1.   Purpose
	2.   Scope
	6. Responsibilities
	The ship’s Commanding Officer and senior Medical Officer are responsible for completing and submitting the U.S. Navy Declaration of Health, NAVMED 6210/3 (11-2007).
	7. References
	8.   Authority
	9.   Effect on Other Documents

	Interim Foreign Port Medical Clearance Policy for OMAO Vessels

