
Charter Vessel Minimum Requirements Flowchart

Start

Does the vessel have a valid USCG 
Certificate of Inspection?

If the vessel is a fishing vessel
does  it have a valid Fisheries 

endorsement on a U.S. Certificate of 
Documentation from USCG?

By law this vessel is an 
Uninspected Passenger 

Vessel (UPV) in accordance 
with Title 46 of the US Code, 

section 2101 – All persons 
on the charter excluding the 

crew are considered 
PASSENGERS regardless of 
scientific personnel status

Is the vessel less 
than 100GRT?

Does the charter 
require 6 persons or 

less excluding the 
crew?

Yes

Is it confirmed any persons 
embarking on the charter WILL NOT 

count themselves as crew to increase 
total number of passengers to more 

than 6 persons?

Is the vessel not 
more than 
300GRT?

Will the charter 
provide the crew?Yes

Does the Master have a valid 
Mariner Credential endorsed for 

Operator of Uninspected Passenger 
Vessels or greater? Also if this is a 

fishing vessel, is the charter providing 
an additional credentialed operator if 

voyage is to exceed 12 hours?
Yes

Does the vessel comply with 
equipment carriage requirements 

specified in 46 CFR §25?

Yes
Have requirements specified in 

the Handbook for Charter Vessel 
Safety and Acquisition required by

the NOAA Administrative Order 
(NAO) been completed?

Yes

Finish
Valid Charter

Complete NF-57-11-02 and 
submit to SECD

Not a valid charter No Is there at least 1 
NOAA Operator qualified under 

NSBSPM, Section 4 IAW the 
vessel’s size?

Will the number of persons embarked
be limited to the manufacturer’s designated 

capacity for persons and gear?

Yes

No

No

Not a valid charter

No
No

Will the charter 
provide the crew?

Yes

Does the Master have a valid Mariner Credential 
endorsed for the appropriate gross tonnage of the vessel and the

intended operating area (such as “Inland” or “Near Coastal”)?  If the vessel is a 
fishing vessel, does the Master have a credential greater than or equal to the 

GRT listed on the Certificate of Documentation AND an additional person 
endorsed for MATE for voyages over 12 hours?

Does the charter 
require 12 persons or 

less excluding the 
crew?

Yes

Is it confirmed any persons embarking on 
the charter WILL NOT count themselves as crew to 

increase total number of passengers to more than 12 
persons?

Yes

Does the vessel comply with 
equipment carriage requirements 

specified in 46 CFR §25?

No

Not a valid charter

Have requirements specified in 
the Handbook for Charter Vessel 

Safety and Acquisition required by
the NOAA Administrative Order 

(NAO) been completed?

Yes

Does vessel comply with equipment carriage regulations in 33 CFR 183 – Evidenced by 
USCG Auxiliary Safety Check or US Power Squadron Safety Check?

Yes

No

No

Not a valid charter

No

No

No

Yes

Contact SECDNo

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Is the vessel 300GRT or greater
and NOT a Fishing Vessel?

No

Yes

Does the vessel have a valid 
USCG Certificate of Inspection (COI) for 

Passenger Service?

No

Not a valid charter 
Contact SECD

Yes
Will all mission 

objectives be met under the 
terms of the COI?

Has it been verified 
desired operations can be 

conducted within the 
geographic limits specified 

in the COI?

Yes
Has it been verified the number of persons required for the 

charter are within the limitations specified in the COI taking into 
consideration all persons are considered as passengers for hire 

regardless of scientific personnel status?

Yes Yes

No

No

No
No

Does the vessel have a 
valid Commercial Fishing 

Vessel (CFV) decal?
Yes

Has the vessel 
completed a 
Uninspected 

Passenger Vessel 
Exam?

Not a valid charter No

Not a valid charter No

Yes

Not a valid charter

Is the vessel a 
fishing vessel?No Does the vessel have licensed 

deck officers as crew?
Yes

No

Yes

No

No

No

Yes

Does the vessel have a
valid designation letter from USCG as an 

Oceanographic Research Vessel?

No

Yes

No

Does vessel comply with 
additional requirements specified 

in OMAO Procedures? 
Yes

Is this vessel a 
UNOLS vessel?

Yes

Is this vessel outfitted with 
the adequate life saving equipment for all 

persons embarked on the charter? 

Yes

No

Does the vessel 
have stability information?

No

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes
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