
NOAA Small Boat Program 
Inspections 

  



COMMON DEFICIENCIES 
Incomplete Small Boat Operations Manual (SBOM) 

● “A small boat-specific SBOM is required for each Class 
III and Small Research Vessel (SRV), as well as for 
Class A, Class I, Class II, and non-motorized small 
boats.”  

● “Needs to be specific about the operating area 
including distance from shore, the maximum number 
of persons to be carried, and specific lifesaving 
equipment required. 

● “A template outlining the topics to be included in a 
SBOM can be found on the SBP website.” 

 
 



COMMON DEFICIENCIES 



COMMON DEFICIENCIES 
No stability log containing vessel weight and carrying 

capacity 
 



COMMON DEFICIENCIES 
Missing or outdated operator authorization letters 

NOAA Form     57-19-04 
 



COMMON DEFICIENCIES 
Lack of personal waterlights on Float Coats and 
Mustang Suits or expired inflatable PFD activators,  



COMMON DEFICIENCIES 
Structural deficiencies such as corroded aluminum 

hulls, delaminated fiberglass allowing water intrusion 
into cored hulls. 

 



SHARED IDEAS FROM OTHER 
FIELD UNITS 

Use the Hemi ACR Personal 
Marker lights. They’re good for 5 
years and require no 
maintenance other than 
inspection. 
 
Use the Mustang HIT 
Inflatables. They’re good for 4 
years and require no 
maintenance other than 
inspection. 
 
Carry a portable VHF-FM Radio 
in your pocket. They float, 
waterproof, have a built in GPS 
with DSC Capability. They can 
save your life. 
 
 
When renewing an EPIRB 
Battery consider purchasing an 
entirely new one with the latest 
technology. 
 
 

 



NEW ASBE FORM  
ASBE form for Class A and 1 Non-Motorized Boats or 

with portable outboard motors 
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